THE GLORIFICATION OF WAR

not be our duty to draw the sword anew, like our distant ancestors,
in order to set out to seek territories for our surplus population?

But, even if that does not become a necessity, the work of social
regeneration which we are actually undertaking, in the name of the
moral ideal of our people, might force us to impose the remedy of
economic reorganisation upon other nations. For all these reasons
it is necessary that the flamboyant glory of our warrior spirit and
of our military valour should not rust; that is why we have the duty
of daily strengthening in us that which fortunately we have saved
from the Christian influence, and that towards which an innate
penchant urges every one of us: the warrior valour.

FRIEDRICH LANCE, ibid., p. 157.

To us Germans the possibility of the abolition of war can arise only,
if at all, when the German Reich, that is, the All-German Reich in
the widest sense, has become the principal State, the supreme power,
in the world.

Heimdall, 1898, pp. 137-8.

... In practice, however, I will in future rely and call upon God
and my sharp sword alone. And I sh . . . (ich schelsse) on all the
resolutions.

WILHELM II, manuscript note on a document.
Bibl. II, 16, Vol. xv, p. 306.

THAT Germany should be armed to the teeth, possessing a strong
fleet, is of the utmost importance to the working classes. What
damages our exports damages them also, and workers have the most
pressing interest in securing prosperity for our export trade, be it even
by force of arms. Owing to her development Germany may perhaps
be obliged to maintain her position sword in hand. . . .

SozialistiscAe MonatshefteJ- Dec. 1899.

WAR to-day is ... more humane, but being more rare, it has become
more upsetting for the flabby peoples unaccustomed to war. Hence it is
to-day more effective, and a clever war policy to-day accomplishes by
means of a war lasting a few months things very different from those
formerly accomplished by devastating wars lasting for years. One

1 Organ of the German Socialist Revisionists (1819-1933).
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